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Property, security, and liberty constituted the whole of the
social order. Given these and these only, the natural order
would inevitably follow. The function of the economist was
'to search out the simple forces whose action, always combined
with, and sometimes disguised by, local circumstances, directs
all the operations of commerce, to recognize those special
and radical laws, founded in nature itself, by which all the
values existing in commerce are balanced against each other,
and settle at last into a fixed value, as bodies left to themselves
take their place according to their specific gravity'. The func-
tion of the statesman was to protect property, which was a part
of the natural order, to afford security for the individual and
for society, and to preserve freedom. Granted these, the indi-
vidual, who was the best judge of his own interests, should be
left to pursue them without interference. Hence the formula
adopted with enthusiasm by all of the Physiocrats: laissezfaire,
laissez passer.1

Biological science scarcely existed, but Quesnay seems to
have had some elementary notions of animal evolution. He
had published in his early days a work on canimal economy5,
in which he studied the community organization of the bee,
the ant, and the beaver. According to Dupont de Nemours
this led him to believe "that natural law extended far beyond
the bounds hitherto assigned to it9. In England the develop-
ment of the evolutionary doctrine and the principle of natural
selection ultimately resulted in the setting up of an organic
theory of society. Human communities came to be regarded by
Herbert Spencer as moving inevitably, by the action both of
forces working within and offerees impressed upon them from
without, towards a higher state of organization, just as the lower
animal organisms had developed into more highly organized
and efficient species. The beginnings of organic sociology were
contained in Physiocracy.

But to regard society as a living organism, subject to all the
forces which are summed up in the term evolution, is apt to

1 Its origin was doubtful even in their time and caused some controversy amongst
them.